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April 18, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: Council meeting, April 22, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service Director Chad Tyrakowski 

reports on projects across the city. While chasing a plugged 

sewer line across and into First Ave., many challenges arose.  

We discovered a lead water service line from the main to the 

house across the street.   

While repairing the sewer a 

crew member sustained an 

injury while cutting the clay 

pipe.  After running him to 

the ER for stitches, we 

finished the sewer repair, 

partially back-filled, and 

began working to replace the 

lead line.  The Crew opted, 

initially, for a temporary repair to the shut-off in order to 

provide water to the home for the weekend.   We soon 

discovered pin-holes in the house line, which led to a decision 

to make the permanent repair at this time.  We provided an 

alternate supply of 

water to the house, 

contracted 

McDonald 

Underground to bore a new line from the shut-off into 

the basement, contracted Wolford Electric to relocate an 

electric switch box and ground to meet code, and 

contracted Grover’s Service to complete the 

connections.   

 

As of Tuesday afternoon, we were able to finish back-

filling, compacting, place millings, and reopen the street.   

Our crewmember is also on-the-mend and back at work. 



 

 

A resident at Donnell Lake called stating he had no water pressure.  This was related to a break, last 

fall, just past the main valve.  Since many accounts were shut for the winter; and, taps exist in the 

main for later development, we were not able to identify whether it was an active or stub line.  

Given this information, weather conditions, and complications, we opted to shut the valve 

until/unless notified.  The repair has been made with appropriate lines and fittings.    

 

Other water/sewer related challenges include the installation of clean-outs on N. Mill and Sherwood 

streets, the latter discovered when the electric crew was in the process of setting a pole.  With 

Semco and other utilities boring in the Vandalia area, our guys have been very busy trying to stay 

ahead of MISS DIG requests, as well as repairing water lines (2 so far) that  have been damaged in 

the process. 

 

The street sweeper was prepped for the coming season; 

and, we started with sweeping a couple stretches of 

road.  The Vactor was used to assist with cleaning curb 

pans and storm basins.  Pot-holes repairs were made on 

E. Division and some local streets between the weather 

breaks, MDOT construction and crosswalk ramps. 

 

Crews continue to try and keep up with residents 

cleaning yards after the winter by running the leaf vac, 

picking-up leaf bags and brush, and addressing downed 

limbs/trees from the recent winds.   

 

Someone is dumping trash 

and construction materials 

at the community compost 

site.                                      

City resources have been 

required to clean up and 

dispose of the materials.  

Unfortunately                   

further limitation of access 

to the site may be 

considered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


